PUTTING INSTRUCTOR 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a putting instructor, and more 
5 particularly to a putting instructor having an adjustable 
configuration for changing to various operating conditions. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Various kinds of typical putting instructors have been 
developed and comprise a planar mat having a hole formed therein 
10 for practicing golf games. 

However, the typical putting instructors may not be used to 
train or to instruct the users to practice putting exercises or 
operations. 

The present invention has arisen to mitigate and/or obviate the 
15 afore-described disadvantages of the conventional putting 
instructors. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The primary objective of the present invention is to provide a 
putting instructor including an adjustable configuration for 

20 changing to various operating conditions. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a putting instructor comprising two rails each including a 
curved upper surface formed thereon, corresponding to a curved 
moving pathway of a golf club head while swinging the golf club 

25 head relative to the rails, and a link coupled the rails together, to 
maintain a gap formed between the rails. The curved upper surfaces 
of the rails are provided to guide users to practice putting exercises. 
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Each of the rails includes a graduation provided on the curved 
upper surface thereof. Each of the rails includes an inner bar having 
the curved upper surface provided thereon, and includes an outer 
bulge extended therefrom and having a height greater than that of 
5 the inner bar, to form a shoulder between the inner bar and the outer 
bulge. 

The outer bulge of each of the rails includes a curved upper 
surface formed thereon. Each of the outer bulges includes a 
graduation provided on the curved upper surface thereof. 

10 Each of the rails includes a plurality of depressions formed 

therein, the link includes at least two teeth provided thereon to 
engage into the depressions of the rails, and to adjustably secure the 
rails together, and to adjust the gap formed between the rails. The 
rails include a first end having the link coupled therebetween, and 

15 includes a second end, and a second link coupled between the 
second ends of the rails. The link includes an aperture formed 
therein, and a pin selectively engaged into the aperture of the link. 

A target member may further be provided and includes a hole 
formed therein for receiving the golf ball. The target member 

20 includes a ramp formed thereon and directed toward the rails. The 
target member includes a flag attached thereon. A cable may further 
be provided and selectively coupled between the flag and the pin. 

Two blocks may further be provided and secured to the rails 
respectively. Each of the blocks includes an inner bar having a 

25 curved upper surface provided thereon, and an outer bulge extended 
therefrom and having a height greater than that of the inner bar, to 
form a shoulder between the inner bar and the outer bulge, and 
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having a curved upper surface formed on each of the outer bulges. 

Each of the inner bar and the outer bulges includes a plurality 
of depressions formed therein, the link includes at least two teeth 
provided thereon to engage into the depressions of the rails, and to 
5 adjustably secure the blocks together, and to adjust the gap formed 
between the blocks. 

Two seats may further be provided and secured to the rails 
respectively. Each of the seats includes an inner bar having a curved 
upper surface provided thereon, and an outer bulge extended 
10 therefrom and having a height greater than that of the inner bar, to 
form a shoulder between the inner bar and the outer bulge, and 
having a curved upper surface formed on each of the outer bulges. 

Each of the inner bar and the outer bulges includes a plurality 
of depressions formed therein, the link includes at least two teeth 
15 provided thereon to engage into the depressions of the rails, and to 
adjustably secure the seats together, and to adjust the gap formed 
between the seats. 

Further objectives and advantages of the present invention will 
become apparent from a careful reading of the detailed description 
20 provided hereinbelow, with appropriate reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a putting instructor in 
accordance with the present invention; 
25 FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the putting instructor, as seen 

from one direction thereof, such as seen from the front or the rear 
portion thereof;; 
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FIG. 3 is an exploded view similar to FIG. 2, as seen from the 
other direction opposite to that shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the putting instructor, having a 
target member removed; 
5 FIG. 5 is a partial exploded and partial cross sectional view of 

the putting instructor, illustrating an adjusting operation of the 
putting instructor; 

FIG. 6 is a top plan schematic view illustrating the putting 
training or operation of the putting instructor; 
10 FIG. 7 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 4, illustrating the 

other operating condition of the putting instructor; 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged partial top plan schematic view 
illustrating the putting training or operation of the putting 
instructor; 

15 FIGS. 9, 10, 11 are perspective views illustrating the further 

operating condition of the putting instructor; 

FIG. 12 is an exploded view of the putting instructor as shown 
in FIG. 11; 

FIG. 13 is a partial exploded and partial cross sectional view of 
20 the putting instructor as shown in FIGS. 11, 12, illustrating the other 
adjusting operation of the putting instructor; and 

FIGS. 14, 15 are perspective views illustrating the still further 
operating conditions of the putting instructor. 
DETATTED PFSrw iFTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
25 Referring to the drawings, and initially to FIGS. 1-4, a putting 

instructor in accordance with the present invention comprises two 
rails 10 which are preferably disposed or arranged parallel to each 
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other. Each of the rails 10 includes an inner bar 1 1 having a curved 
upper surface 12 formed thereon, and a graduation 13 formed or 
provided on the curved upper surface 12 thereof. 

Each of the rails 10 further includes an outer bulge 14 extended 
5 upwardly from the outer portion thereof and also having a curved 
upper surface 15 formed thereon, and a graduation 16 formed or 
provided on the curved upper surface 15 thereof. The outer bulge 14 
includes a height greater than that of the inner bar 11 to form a 
shoulder 19 between the outer bulge 14 and the inner bar 11. Each 

10 of the rails 10 includes two ends each having one or more cavities 
17 formed thereon. 

Two blocks 20 may further be provided and are preferably 
disposed or arranged parallel to each other. Each of the blocks 20 
includes one or more projections 21 extended therefrom for 

15 engaging into the corresponding cavities 17 of the rails 10, and for 
securing the blocks 20 to the rails 10 with such as force-fitted 
engagements, latch engagements, fasteners (not shown), or the like. 

Each of the blocks 20 further includes an inner bar 22 having a 
curved upper surface 23 formed thereon, and a graduation 24 

20 formed or provided on the curved upper surface 23 thereof, and an 
outer bulge 25 extended upwardly from the outer portion thereof 
and also having a curved upper surface 26 formed thereon, and a 
graduation 27 formed or provided on the curved upper surface 26 
thereof. 

25 The outer bulge 25 includes a height greater than that of the 

inner bar 22 to form a shoulder 29 between the outer bulge 25 and 
the inner bar 22. Each of the blocks 20 includes one end having a 
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number of teeth or depressions 28 formed on the upper portion 
thereof. 

A link 40 includes one or more depressions or teeth 41, 42 
formed or extended therefrom, such as extended from each of the 
5 end portions thereof, for engaging into the teeth or depressions 28 
of the blocks 20, and for adjustably securing the blocks 20 together. 
The distance or the gap 90 between the blocks 20 may thus be 
adjusted to different width by engaging the depressions or teeth 41, 
42 into the corresponding teeth or depressions 28 of the blocks 20, 
10 best shown in FIG. 5. 

Two seats 30 may further be provided and are preferably 
disposed or arranged parallel to each other. Each of the seats 30 
includes one or more projections 31 extended therefrom for 
engaging into the corresponding cavities 17 of the rails 10, and for 
15 securing the seats 30 to the rails 10 with such as force-fitted 

engagements, latch engagements, fasteners (not shown), or the like. 

Each of the seats 30 further includes an inner bar 32 having a 
curved upper surface 33 formed thereon, and a graduation 34 
formed or provided on the curved upper surface 33 thereof, and an 
20 outer bulge 35 extended upwardly from the outer portion thereof 
and also having a curved upper surface 36 formed thereon, and a 
graduation 37 formed or provided on the curved upper surface 36 
thereof. 

The outer bulge 35 includes a height greater than that of the 
25 inner bar 32 to form a shoulder 39 between the outer bulge 35 and 
the inner bar 32. Each of the seats 30 includes one end having a 
number of teeth or depressions 38 formed on the upper portion 



6 



thereof. 

The link 40 or another link 40 includes one or more 
depressions or teeth 41, 42 formed or extended therefrom, such as 
extended from each of the end portions thereof, for engaging into 
5 the teeth or depressions 38 of the seats 30, and for adjustably 

securing the seats 30 together. The distance or the gap 90 between 
the seats 30 may thus be adjusted to different width by engaging the 
depressions or teeth 41, 42 into the corresponding teeth or 
depressions 38 of the seats 30. 

10 Each of the links 40 may include an aperture 43 formed therein, 

such as formed in the center portion thereof, for engaging a pin 45 
thereto (FIG. 4). For example, as shown in FIG. 7, a thread or a 
cable 47 may further be provided and coupled between the pins 45, 
for indicating the center between the rails 10 and/or the blocks 20 

15 and/or the seats 30, or the center of the gap 90 formed between the 
rails 10 and/or the blocks 20 and/or the seats 30. 

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 6, a target member 50 may further be 
provided and disposed and spaced away from the rails 10 and/or the 
blocks 20 and/or the seats 30, and includes a hole 51 formed therein, 

20 a ramp 52 formed in front of the hole 51 and directed toward the 

rails 10 and/or the blocks 20 and/or the seats 30, and includes a flag 
53 attached thereto, for indicating the hole 51 of the target member 
50. 

In operation, as shown in FIGS. 6 and 8, the target member 50 
25 is disposed and spaced away from the rails 10 and/or the blocks 20 
and/or the seats 30 for a suitable distance, and the cable 47 may be 
coupled between the flag 53 and the pin 45 of the link 40 that is 
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disposed on top of the seats 30. The golf club head 70 may be 
disposed between the cable 47 and the inner bars 11 of the rails 10, 
and disposed above the curved surfaces 12 of the inner bars 11 of 
the rails 10. 

5 The users may direct or face the striking surface 71 of the golf 

club head 70 toward a golf ball 73, and may direct or align the end 
portions 74, 75 of the striking surface 71 with the graduations 13 of 
the inner bars 11, or with the graduations 16 of the outer bulges 14, 
in order to train or practice putting operations or to adjust to 

10 different or suitable putting postures or gestures. The hole 51 of the 
target member 50 may be used to receive the golf ball 73. The golf 
club head 70 may include an indicator or a pointer 77 for aligning 
with the cable 47. 

It is to be noted that the golf club head 70 may be swung or 

15 moved in a curved moving pathway while putting by the users. The 
curved surfaces 12 of the inner bars 11 and the curved surfaces 15 of 
the outer bulges 14 of the rails 10 preferably include a 
predetermined or suitable curvature corresponding to the curved 
moving pathway the golf club head 70, to allow the users to easily 

20 align the end portions 74, 75 of the striking surface 71 with the 
graduations 13 of the inner bars 11, or with the graduations 16 of 
the outer bulges 14. 

After practicing, the users may have increased experiences, and 
the cable 47 may then be coupled between the pins 45, as shown in 

25 FIG. 7, to guide the users to put the golf ball 73, instead of being 
coupled between the flag 53 and the pin 45 of the link 40. 
Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 4, the cable 47 may also be removed 
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from the flag 53 or from the pin 45 of the link 40, for putting guide 
purposes. Further alternatively, as shown in FIG. 15, the rails 10 
and/or the blocks 20 and/or the seats 30 may be formed together as a 
one integral piece. 
5 After further practicing, the users may have further increased 

experiences, and the cable 47 may then be coupled between the pins 
45, as shown in FIGS. 8-12, the blocks 20 and the seats 30 may be 
removed from the rails 10, and the users may use only the rails 10 
for putting guide purposes. 

10 As shown in FIGS. 8-13, and particularly in FIG. 13, each of 

the rails 10 includes one or both ends each having a number of teeth 
or depressions 1 8 formed therein, such as formed in the bottom 
portion thereof. The links 40 may engage their depressions or teeth 
41, 42 into the corresponding teeth or depressions 18 of the rails 10, 

15 to adjustably secure the seats 30 together, and to adjust the distance 
or the gap 90 between the rails 10. 

The cable 47 may be coupled between the flag 53 and the pin 
45 of the link 40 that is disposed on the bottom of the rails 10 (FIG. 
9), to guide the users to put the golf ball 73. As shown in FIG. 10, 

20 the cable 47 may also be coupled between the pins 45 of the links 40 
that are disposed on the bottom of the ends of the rails 10. 
Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 11, the cable 47 may also be 
removed from the flag 53 or from the pin 45 of the link 40, and the 
pin 45 may also be removed from the link 40 for putting guide 

25 purposes. 

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 14, the bulges 14 of the rails 10 
may include a flat upper surface, instead of the curved upper 



9 



surfaces 15 as shown in the other drawing figures. 

Accordingly, the putting instructor in accordance with the 
present invention includes an adjustable configuration for changing 
to various operating conditions. 
5 Although this invention has been described with a certain 

degree of particularity, it is to be understood that the present 
disclosure has been made by way of example only and that 
numerous changes in the detailed construction and the combination 
and arrangement of parts may be resorted to without departing from 
10 the spirit and scope of the invention as hereinafter claimed. 
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